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Course Information 
Honors English 9 (ENG1500) 
 
 
Teacher Contact Information  Mrs. Susan H. Cash 
I can always be reached at scash@pgsd.org or by voicemail at 610-326-5105, ext. 6699. 
My teacher webpage is available at www.pgsd.org/scash. It will direct you to Schoology. 
My course page on Schoology contains weekly agendas, course assignments, and resources.  
I am happy to meet with you and your parent/guardian to discuss your academic success; 
conferences are available by appointment. 
 
 
Course Description 
Honors English 9 is a more thorough and rigorous study of the topics included in Academic 
English 9.  Topics include: reading literature and informational texts; writing; speaking and 
listening; and language.  The units of literature include short story, non-fiction, novel, drama, 
and poetry.  Students write argumentative, explanatory, and narrative pieces; improve research 
and analytical skills; sharpen a command of standard English grammar and usage; and study 
vocabulary weekly.  The theme of Honors English 9 is: Coming of Age. 
 
 
Overview of Units of Study  
These descriptions and timelines are subject to change at the discretion of the teacher. 
 
 Unit 1 – “Literary Elements and the Short Story” 
 Materials include “The Most Dangerous Game”, “Blues Ain’t No Mockin Bird”, “The Gift    

of the Magi”, “The Cask of Amontillado”, “The Scarlet Ibis”, and “The Necklace”. 
 
 Unit 2 – “Literary Non-Fiction and Modern Drama” 
 Materials include “Escape from Afghanistan”, an excerpt from Into Thin Air, and The Crucible by  

Arthur Miller. 
 
Unit 3 – “The Novel” 

 Materials include Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist.  As we study the novel together, students will  
conduct seminar-style group discussions of the reading in class. 

 
 Unit 4 – “Shakespearean Tragedy” 
 Materials include William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. 
 
 Unit 5 – “Poetry” 
 Materials include a dynamic collection of poems from various American, British, and world  

authors. 
 
 



 
 
Assignments 
Our study of literature requires a careful examination of textual evidence and literary analysis.  
In this course, students will be asked to support their claims and ideas with evidence from the 
text.  Students are expected to read all assignments and participate in class discussion.  Writing 
assignments include journal prompts, a short creative writing piece, two formal papers (about 
three pages each), and short essays on tests.  Homework will be given daily, and quizzes and 
tests will be a part of each unit. 
 
 
Vocabulary Study 
Throughout the year, we will also study vocabulary.  Vocab units will be covered in two-week 
intervals, during which time we will study definitions, practice usage, complete various textbook 
exercises, and complete a unit quiz.  At the conclusion of every three units, students will take a 
review test of those combined units. 
 
 
 
Required Textbooks and Materials 
Glencoe textbooks and Vocabulary Workshop Level D textbooks are available in class and may 
be available to sign out for the year on an as-needed basis.  Please see me if you would like to 
sign out a textbook; books are limited. 
As we study them, you will be required to bring small books to class certain days.   
 
YOU MUST BRING A NOTEBOOK AND A WRITING UTENSIL TO CLASS EVERY DAY.    
 
 
Assignments & Academic Calendar 
The class agenda, with homework included, is always written on the board and also available on 
Schoology.  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what was missed.  
Please consult my course page on Schoology and/or ask a reliable classmate. 
 
Grading Guidelines – See the Student Handbook. 

Demonstrating Knowledge & Skills  
80%  

Building Knowledge & Skills  
20% 

 
Classroom and School Policies 
Consistent class attendance is crucial to success. If you are absent, you must check what work 
was missed, turn in assignments that were collected, and schedule make-up tests or other 
assignments immediately upon your return. For planned absences (field trips, appointments, 
athletic contests), you should approach me prior to the absence to obtain assigned work. 
 
 
 
Late Work 

• See the Student Handbook. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Technology 
Technology is an integral part of our learning both in and out of the classroom.   
We will incorporate the use of Schoology on a daily basis; therefore, it is imperative that you 
bring a fully charged laptop with you each day.  We will engage in various other forms of 
technology, including Google tools, iMovie, etc.  Because technology can be a distraction, I will 
clearly communicate when laptops are to be used.  Texting, gaming, and non-educational internet 
use is not permitted. Phones must be off and away for the entire class period. 
All out-of-class writing assignments must be submitted to www.turnitin.com BY THE DUE DATE 
to verify the academic integrity of each student’s work.  I will provide instructions for its use 
with the first assignment.  You will also be instructed on how to use Galenet (through our school 
library) as a part of the research process. 
 
 
 
Student Conduct & Discipline 
All school rules and expectations will be followed. 
Students are expected to treat each other and the teacher with decency, kindness, and respect.  
Mean or inappropriate behavior in any form will not be tolerated.   

Citizenship includes attitude, effort, and dependability. 
 
Academic Integrity 
I expect students to uphold scrupulous standards of academic integrity.                   
Cheating in any form will not be tolerated.  Please consult the Pottsgrove High School Student 
Handbook regarding cheating and/or plagiarism and its consequences.                                 

Take pride in completing and submitting YOUR OWN WORK.  
 
 
 
 

“When we strive to become better than we are, everything around us becomes better, too.” 
- The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho 


